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Abstract

Calvin's Understanding of Sanctification and the Grace
of God

Prof, Dr. Samuel-Y, Lee

Calvin’s doctrine of sanctification is a vital portion of his
soteriology. In his discussion of salvation, his viewpoint is clearly
seen in the title of Book 3 of Institutes, ‘the way we receive
the grace of Christ’. However, almost all the works dealing
with this doctrine have not been mainly studied from his
understanding of grace. Most of them starts their discussions
from human situation associated with the progress of salvation.
This articles is an attempt to investigate and reevaluate this
doctrine from the perspective of divine grace.

Calvin’s understanding of grace can be explained by his concept
of the holiness of God. In Calvin’s thought there are wrath and
judgment of God as he faces human evil arising out of sinfulness.
But he refuses to consider divine holiness as one of the attributes
of God. On the contrary Calvin understands it as one of the
attitudes of God regarding human. This kind of understanding
enables him to see that grace is already included in the concept

of holiness.
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Based upon such concept of holiness, Calvin starts to see
sanctification as one’s consecration to God. Consecration means
to acknowledge self-denial before God knowing one belongs
to God. It is possible only when one has faith in God and Christ.
The sanctification of Christ shows that He had been cleansed
before his actual engagement with the work of propitiatory work
of redemption. The sanctification of church cannot be thought
apart from both consecration to God and sanctification of Christ.
Her holiness cannot be acquired from her own ability alone.
It is given to her by the holiness of Christ as the result of his
offering himself to God. Thus the sanctification of church is
actually realized in the rule of Word and Spirit.

Lastly, the role of grace in sanctification is discussed in terms
of Word, repentance and human action. First, Word is considered
as the instrument of grace even though Calvin prefers to have
an expression, “Grace is given in the Word.” Second, repentance
is totally dependent upon the grace of God. It is not possible
by the assisting grace of God as Roman Catholics have argued.
Calvin’s emphasis is on the adjective ‘total’ in his explanation
of the necessity of divine grace in repentance and sanctification.
He praises the excellence of grace in comparison with human
weakness. This is the reason why we need to continuously seek
his grace in our repentance and thus sanctification. Third, human
action cannot be accepted by God apart from his grace. Human

actions can have value only it is accompanied by divine grace.
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The reason, first of all, has everything to do with the fact that
all human actions in sanctification are encouraged and made
possible by the work of the Holy Spirit. God cannot reject the
results of the sanctifying work of his own Spirit. Another reason
can be seen in the fact that human actions in sanctification are
indeed activities of promoting restoration of the image of God

and are glady accepted by him.

R

Keywords | sanctification, grace, divine holiness,
human action
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Ganoczy, “Observation on Calvin’s Trinitarian Doctrine of Grace,” in Elsie Anne McKee and
Brian G. Armstrong (eds.), Probing the Reformed Tradition: Historical Studies in Honor of
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5) T7) 53 7+ 2 5, 3.20.41; CO24, 159 (& 15:11 547): “Sanctitas pro gloria accipitur quae
Deum a creaturis omnibus separat, ideoque veluti profanat alias omnes deitates, quas sibi
mundus comminiscitur: unius tantum Dei splendida est ac decora maiestas.”

6) CO24,43 (3 3:14 29): “Hoc quidem satis liquet, Deum sibi uni asserere divinitatis gloriam,
quia sit a se ipso ideoque aeternus: et ita omnibus creaturis det esse, vel subsistere.”
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7) Butin, Revelation, Redemption, and Response, 56.

8) CO36, 131 (A} 6:5 547): “Itaque priusquam sese nobis patefaciat, non cogitamus nos esse
homines, imo nos putamus esse deos: ubi autem apparuit Dominus, tunc incipimus sentire et
experiri quales simus.”

9) CO36, 132 (A} 6:5 5+4): “Nam, ut dixi, praesentia Dei et propinquitas interitus est carnis
nostrae: ea enim ostendit nos ex nobis ipsis nihil esse. Nam qui suae miseriae conscius Deum
viglet, quid aliud sentire potest quam exitium?”

10) CO36, 131 (A} 6:5 +41): “Totum enim hominem, quod attinet ad carnem, in nihilum redigi

oportet, ut renovetur secundum Deum.”
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11) "7 53 7+ 9y, 3.2.23.

12) CO37,317 (A} 57:15 5+47): “Videmus quorsum Dominus se sanctum et sancti atque excelsi
loci incolam vocet: nempe, ut quantum a nobis differat, et quam dissimilis naturae sit,
intelligamus. Eximiam porro hinc consolationem percipere debemus, quod Dominus miseris
adesse velit: imo domicilium sibi inter ipsos eligat, modo scilicet agnoscant miserias suas.”
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14) CO42,444 (% 11:9 547): “-- nolit prorsus ecclesiam abolere in mundo, quia hoc modo

15) Tﬂfﬂ 7492,2.163.Cf.3.2.28: “T1 2] 22 A 72 T17}

pugnaret ipse secum. Ego igitur sum Deus, et non homo, sanctus in medio tui: Et
quandoquidem ego te mihi elegi, ut peculium. meum esses, et haereditas: et promisi etiam
ine tibi perpetuo fore in Deum, ego nunc temperabo meam vindictam, ut maneat semper aliqua
ecclesia.”
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16) COS55,447 (13- 1:4 5+47): “Nos vero supervacuis speculationibus omissis, hoc uno contenti
simus, ea lege reparari in nobis Dei imaginem in sanctitate et innocentia, ut simus tandem
aeternae vitae et gloriae socii, quantum ad plenam beatudinem necesse est.”

17) C0O55,222 (7 1:15 5-47): “Et quoniam longe a scopo semper absunt etiam perfectissimi,
magis ac magis quotidie enitendum est. Meminerimus autem, non tantum nobis praecipi quid
officii nostri sit: sed Deum quoque simul addere, Ego sum qui sanctifico.” Cf. CO32, 100
(M 105:6 4.
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18) CO37,92 (A} 43:15 52): “Sanctus, quia populum delegit atque segregavit, quem sibi
consecraret. Nam hoc titulo in memoriam revocat adoptionem, qua sibi peculiariter ipsos
coniunxit: ut eum sibi patrem ac servatorem fore intelligant.”

19) Cf. Wolfhart Pannenberg, Systematic Theology, Vol. 1 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,1988):
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27) CO23,316 (7 22:9 4.
28) C049,276-77 (& 15:16 54): “Iam quemadmodum veteres hostiae externis sanctificationi-
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30) ") = AL ALy, 2,134,

31) CO24,446 (Z 30:23 54]): “Spiritus sancto consecratus est Christus, ut mediator esset Dei
et hominum.”

32) CO47,25 (& 1:29 547): “Praecipuum Christi officium breviter quidem, sed dilucide
exponit, quod scilicet peccata mundi mortis suae sacrificio tollens homines Deo reconciliet.
Alia quidem beneficia nobis confert Christus, sed hoc summunm, et ex quo reliqua dependent:
quod iram Dei placando facit ut iusti et puri censeamur. Ex hoc enim fonte profluunt omnes
bonorum rivi, quod Deus peccata non imputando in gratiam nos recipit.”
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33) CO55, 28 (3] 2:11 5+4): “Neque enim tantum quatenus Deus est, nos sanctificat, sed
humanae quoque naturae vis sanctificandi inest: non quod eam habeat a se ipsa, sed quod
solidam plenitudinem sanctitatis in eam effudit Deus, ut inde hauriamus omnes.”

34) CO47,385 (& 17:19 5=4): “His verbis clarius explicat, ex quo fonte fluat illa sanctificatio,
quae per evangelii doctrinam in nobis peragitur: nempe quia ipse patri se consecravit, ut eius
sanctitas ad nos perveniret. Sicuti enim a primitiis benedictio diffunditur in totum proventum,
ita spiritus Dei nos Christi sanctitate adspergit facitque eius participes. - sed dicitur etiam
factus esse nobis sanctificatio, quia nos in sua persona quodammodo patri obtulit, ut spiritu
eius renovemur in veram sanctitatem. - - quia tunc apparuit verus sacerdos, qui templum,
altare, vasa omnia, et populum per spiritus virtutem consecraret.” T 7] 51 7} 2 5, 2.15.6.
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15K ealgel oA B4 Seltesd slm, elstel AAEe

35) A&, FA o] A8, 29-30.
36) CO55, 110 (3] 9:11 F4)). Edl =, I o] 7150 ey, 17.
37) Gl 2, Tl o] 7] =50 el 2 4, 25. ZHAl (John Frederick Jansen) > ~18] 2~ 12.0] 944
AR 18] 57 o T2 AR 21 2] o] 5] )AL ol SfolA] Fobi 5= glrk
31 8Y81T}, Calvin’s Doctrine of the Work of Christ (London: James Clarke & Co,, 1958), 86.
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38) 753 78,2155,
39) T7]1 50 78y, 2.15.6.

40) el 2, o] V)=l ey, 61ff.
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& HIFAIAL, $-2)7F o] & 7 }E}‘?i,

41) CO49,308 (3173 1:2 54): “Nam quum natura profani simus, spiritus nos Deo consecrat:
verum quia id fit dum inserimur in Christi corpus, extra quod nonnisi pollutio est, nec aliunde
etiam nobis confertur spiritus quam a Christo: merito nos dicit in Christo sanctificari, quando
per ipsum Deo adhaeremus, et in ipso fimus novae creaturae.”

42) CO55, 241 (A 2:9 5+2): “Notandum etiam quod dicit, vocatos esse ex tenebris in
admirabile Dei lumen. Nam his verbis gratiac magnitudinem amplificat. Si Dominus in
itinere nobis occurreret lumen quaerentibus, hoc mediocre esset beneficium: sed hoc multo
excellentius, quod nos ex labyrintho caecitatis et tenebrarum abysso eruit.”
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43) T7)1 55 7k 85,4117,

44y CO51,191 (3] 4:5 74).

45) CO47,387 (8-17:21 5+4): “Proinde quoties de unitate verba facit Christus, veniat nobis
in mentem quae extra ipsum est foeda mundi et horribilis dissipatio. Deinde sciamus hoc
beatae vitae esse initium, si uno Christi spiritu gubernemur omnes ac vivamus.”
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46) 71550 7198, 4.1.3.

47) CO51, 196 (% 4:11 5A9): “Denique regimen ecclesiae, quod verbi ministerio constat, non
ab hominibus excogitatum, sed a filio Dei positum esse docet. Proinde tanquam inviolabili
eius decreto acquiescendum: et quicunque hoc ministerium vel respuunt, vel adspernantur,
eos in Christum autorem iniurios et rebelles esse.”

48) OS'1, 465: Quia enim providebat, quam periculum foret, absque verbo spiritum icactare,
ecclesiam a sancto quidem spiritu guberanri asseruit: sed eam gubernationem, ne vaga et
instabilis crederetur, verbo alligavit.”
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49) CO47,384 (2 17:17 +4).

50) CO48, 472 (3 20:32 5-47): “Atque eius custodiae ratio a verbo dependet, ne inter tot
discrimina periclitetur. Magni autem refert, quomodo nos Deus servare velit, cognoscere. Quia
enim abscondita est nobis eius maiestas, donec verbo suo ad nos accedit, dubii circumspicimus.
Ergo simul ac nos servandos suscipit, verbum suum proponit organum custodiendae salutis
nostrae. Quo sensu addidit epitheton gratiae (genitivus enim more hebraico effectum
designat), ut tutius acquiescerent fideles in verbo, ubi Deus favorem suum exserit.”
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51) CO32,281-82 (A 119:149 =47): “Quia enim bonitatem suam Deus verbo patefecit, inde
petenda est eius certitudo. Ergo propheta, quum sibi Dei misericordia opus esse cognosceret,
recta se ad verbum contulit, ubi Deus blande homines ad se invitans promittit gratiam suam

omnibus promptam et expositam foro.”
52) T71 55 7k 2, 33221,
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53) Chrysostom, Homilies on Repentance, hom. vii. 1.7 71553 738 5, 3.4.1.9 4 A&
54) "7 =0 7F 9y, 3422,
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55) CO31, 518 (*] 51:10 5=47): “-+- ac verbo Creandi significat, donec mirabiliter renovatus
fuerit Dei virtute, se fore quasi inutilem truncum, quo elogio poenitentiae donum, ut par est,
commendat. -+ Creandi tamen verbo prius confessus est, sive ab initio nos regeneret Deus,
sive lapsos in gradum restituat, quidquid est in nobis rectitudinis, gratuitum esse eius donum.
Neque enim petit cor suum infirmum adiuvari, et spiritum debilem fulciri aliquo subsidio:
sed fatetur nihil esse in corde suo rectum vel purum, donec aliunde proveniat.” CO37, 287
(A} 55:7 F4).

56) CO37,289 (A 55:7 5+243): “Ideo autem spiritus sanctus insistit in hanc doctrinae partem,
quod semper dubitemus an Deus ignoscere nobis velit. Tametsi enim aliquid cogitemus de
eius misericordia, tamen certo nobis persuadere non audemus eam ad nos pertinere.”
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57) CO31,517 (M 51:79 549).

58) Ibid: “Adde quod exiguo nostrae fidei modulo, non statim recipimus illam quae offertur gratiac
plenitudinem. Quare nihil mirum si David angustiis constrictus, tertio et quarto in petenda venia
perstiterit, et saepius in Dei conspectum se obtulerit, quo se plenius confirmaret. -+ Quamvis
enim Deus in solidum ignoscat, non admittit tamen fidei nostrae angustia tam effusam eius
bonitatem : sed necesse est ut paulatim distillet. Ideoque hoc ad fidei nostrae captum refertur,
quod saepius iteramus eandem precationem, quia licet non paulatim mitigetur Deus, more
hominum, lenti tamen sunt fidei nostrae progressus, qui ad plenam certitudinem nos deducunt.”
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59) 715 78, 3.12.5.

60) CO31,522 (*] 51:17 5=49): “-+- primo tenendum est, non posse fidem ab hac humilitate,
de qua loquitur David, separari. Etsi enim expavescant coram Deo impii, fovent tamen intus
perversam contumaciam, nec fremere vel obstrepere desinunt: et quamvis suam ferociam
non palam despument, cor tamen semper inflatus manet. Quum ergo spiritus afflictionis et
cor contritum hominem irae Dei sensu vulneratum vero timore et displicentia non modo
subigant, sed vere mortificent, ut nullus sit apud se, sed totam suam salutem ex Dei
misericordia petat: *--”
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64) 7)1 =5 7+ 84, 3.14.16.
65) CO49,231-32 (& 11:35 4.
66) fﬂiﬁ ﬂoj 3.17.5.
67) 715 1, 3.14.20.
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74) CO49, 233 (& 12:1 54): “Rursum hypocritae, quasi Dei gratia exstinguat pie vivendi
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